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June 12, 1972

Mr. Carlyle A, Thayer

The Australian National University
The Research School of Pacific Studies
Box 4 P.O. Canberra A.C.T. 2600
Australia

Dear Mr., Thayer:

I apologize for not answering your January letter long before
now. Unfortunately, it got sandwiched among some papers on a very
different topic. I rediscovered it more or less by accident and hasten
to forward this rudely belated reply with the hope that the reply
catches up with you somewhere in ycur travels.

Your thesis topic is indeed an interesting one. Documentation,
as you doubtless well recognize, is not going to be all that easy to
come by. Even when obtained, as you doubtless also recognize, it
will not be very easy to handle. On matters as controversial as the
founding of the NLF, the fact that an allegation appears in writing
sornewhere does not necessarily make that allegation true, and this
applies even to statements made by persons (who may claim to have
participated) that such and such a meeting took place in village x at
time y with persons a through g taking part. All of us who work in
this field need to remember the moral behind the old tale of the
foreigner who asked the Chinese sage why the latter was drinking
rice gruel, only to be told that since said sage's rcligion forbade
the ingestion of solid nourishment, what was in the sage's cup was
therefore, by definition, tea.

Much if not most of what you are looking for is more likely to
be found in Vietnam than anywhere elsc. The current sitvation in
Vietnam does not provide an optimurm climate for disinterested
scholarly research, Nonetheless, when or if you visit South Vietnam
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I would suggest you solicit the GVN's assistance; since without at
least its benevolence, you are not likely to get very far. Your best
point of initial contact would probably be Mr, Hoang Duc Nha, who is
President Thicu's Private Secretary (in the British cabinet officer
sense of the word). Mr. Nha is young, affable and fluent in English.
He can open (or shut) many doors for you. I would suggest you write
him in advance, outline your project and background, and ask if you
can call on him soon after you arrive in Saigon. A letter addressed
to Mr. Hoang Duc Nha, Office of the President of the Republic of
Vietnam, Saigon, RVN would be sure to reach his desk with minimal
delay.

If or when you get to Washington, I would be delighted to see
you and find out how your project is going. You have mv home

address. My home telephone number is | | STAT
Again, my apologies for the tardiness of this reply. I hope
your project goes well and look forward to reading the published
results.
Sincerely,
George A. Carver, Jr.
STAT
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STAT 11 January 1972

tire George Ao Carver, Jr.

T:ear Mr, Carver,

anks to the efforts of Craig athews I have finally found a suitable
mailing address by which I can write to you. &g Ir, Mathews has probably
already told you I am a PhD candidate in the Department of International
firlations at the A.M.U. My thesis supervisors are Dr. Robert C'leill and
Tohn L. S. Girling and my topic is on the origins of the M"Hational Liberation
Front of South Viet-llam, 1954-1960."

Sometime around March of this year I hope to embark on seven months of
{ield work, My present plans include stopovers in Viet-ilam, France, the
United States |Weshington, Cambridge, lcw Haven, Tthaca, Santa Monica] and
Toivan {where Douglas Pike hos an enormous doenment collection]s In advance
of my trip I am trying to arrange the proper c-ntacts who could be of assistance
to me, My main problem at the momert is in locoting the proper officials and
departuents whick hold materials on this period, especially capturec documents
and interview transeripts with defectors and prisoners.

I consider your article, "The raccless Viet Cong," |Foreign Affairs

(April, 19¢6)] a vital and most iriportant contribution to the understanding
of this period. The article obviously relies on the kind of material which
i world like *to use in writing my cissertation.

Since my thesis will view Viet.liam as a case gtndy in the beginnings of

4 Nommunist insurgency I am more concerned with what went on before the formal

feolaration of the Founding of the so-called "National Liberation Frent,! than
with vhat took place subsegucntly. Your article covers the main points in this
process and it is my intention to go into greater detail, Perhaps by listing

the kinds of questions I wish to answer you can see the kind of material I am
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Wesley H, Fishells Vietnams Anatomy of a GConflict (1962).

Te T would like to document the orders and functions of the nefwork of
vommunist cells which wrre left in South Viet-Nam after the agreements
were reached in “eneva in 1954, [pp. 31227201,
Ze I wonld like to get detailed information about the 2,561 weapons
caches discovered in South Viet-Nam between September 195/ angd
June 1959; particularly the location of each one, [pg. 220].
3+ I would like to Aocument.the 1956 instructions of the Dang Lao
Dong to its southern network o begin agitation and political
organization. [ pg. 321[,
o I would like to document the information on Ie Duan'g alleged
trip to South Viet-Ham in 1958, [pge. 3227,
e I would like to obtain a copy of the 1959 "Resolution 15" issued
by the *ang Iao Dong Central Commit ttee., [pg. 2227,
fe Where can I find out about radio broadecasts from Hanoi (cal]ing
itself the "voice of the Iiheration Front") which took place Curing
1958-60? | pg, 277,
7¢ I would like to locate thie early bulletins of the Liberation News
Agency which was set-up in 1960-61, [rge 3247,
As you can see I have many “etailed guestions abont this period. I Ao
not expect you to answer them in fetail but I would like to know where I
1ight look to find this iﬁformation. Professor I;rman B, Kirkpatrick has
wirtten that he believes that DNefense rather than the CIA would have these
materials, However from corresponience with David Brown (INR) and Tom Con3dn
(now of the American Embassy in Canberra) it seems to me that the U.,S. Govern—
fent was not actually collecting this material at that time, Their suggestions
included locating the appropriate GUN agency/department (Psy War?), Would you
have anv suggestions on this?
I would like +he opportunity of meetings you persona’ly when I am in
Yashington,
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aneé have been fortunate to 1ive abroad; unrmany, France, Taiwven and Puerto
iicos I gradusted from Brown University in 1967 with an A.3. Jegree in
political science and had the fortune to toke Kirkpatrick's course on Oold

dar operations, I wrote My senior honors thegis on the Nationgl Liberation
front of Sonuth Viet-Nam (230 PP. ) under the Airection of Frofessor King

Chen, After fraduation I mepved in VietlNam with the International Voluntary
Bervices, Ince (1967-65) ang in the Republic of Botswana with the Unitarian
Universaligt Service Committee, T returned to the States in 1969 to begin
Sraduate work angd in 1971 I earned an M.A, Jegree in Southeast Asian Studieg
irom Yale, At Yale T coreentrated in rolitieal science and studied Vietnamege
language fop two years, I have Participated in tuo intensive Suminer programs

0f Vietnamese language, one at Cornell in 1970 and the other at thé Center

for Vietnamese Studies, Southern I1tinois University in 1971, While at Southern
f1linois T also took an intensive fipst year Iao language course (I had previously
participated in an intensive Thai langrage course at the University of Missouri
in the sumpmer of 19%4), T took up my three-year research fellowship here in

Novenber, 1971,

L will thank you shead of time fPor your assistance,

Sincerely rours,

a.i

Bariyle 4, Thayer,
“ept, of International Relationsg,
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